
Adopted by Wind Siting Council April 7, 2010 

Wind Siting Council’s Overall Guiding Principles 
1. We will organize ourselves to arrive as consensus positions, and we will respect minority and 

majority positions throughout the process.  In each area, we will first focus on those areas of 
broad agreement in arriving at a position.  To the extent there are strong minority positions, 
we will reflect these positions in our advice to the Commission.   

2. We recognize the state’s Renewable Portfolio Standard.   
3. We support the responsible development of additional wind resources in Wisconsin.   
4. We understand that the commission must balance a number of competing priorities in 

arriving at rule recommendations.  We recognize these competing priorities—regulatory, 
economic, environmental, land use, health and safety, business development, landowner 
protections—and will arrive at recommendations that seek to achieve a balance between 
competing priorities.   

5. We seek pragmatic, common sense solutions.   
6. We encourage the development of efficient, open and transparent regulation. 
7. We recognize that various governmental agencies regulate wind siting and we will be 

mindful of jurisdictional boundaries.  We will work to ensure that the Commission’s 
regulations interact effectively and efficiently with those of other agencies. 

8. We will be cognizant of the size of the wind energy system to which individual requirements 
apply. 

 
Wind Siting Council’s Guiding Principles – Developer/Owner Responsibilities 

1. Identify clear method for determining or defining what is part of the “project area.” 
2. Provide appropriate and timely notice to those who are reasonably anticipated to be affected 

by wind development.   
3. Streamline and standardize provision of information to local government.   
4. Streamline and standardize decision-making process for local governments.   
5. Recognize/identify situations that are not appropriate for standardization.   
6. When standardization is not possible, establish guidance of some kind.   
7. Standards should be clearly defined, understandable by all parties and easy to enforce. 
8. Requirements should have a clear benefit or purpose. 
9. Establish clear channels of timely communication between developer and participating and 

non-participating landowners.   
10. Provide free flow of information from developer/owner to the community and political 

subdivision.   
11. Impose lesser levels of regulations for smaller wind energy systems.   
12. Identify how to define projects that are smaller, for example, turbine size v. project size; 

turbines constructed for personal use.   
13. Provide clear avenues for resolution of complaints and concerns, and identify clear remedies.   
14. Focus on broad general concepts that can address specific situations, rather than attempting to 

establish an all-inclusive list of specific requirements. 
15. Use past examples of wind development as case studies for how best to address concerns. 
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